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deliver judgments with equal distinction.    It may
be that, if events had allowed him to end his career
in the  placid  atmosphere  of the  Law  Courts,  he
would   have   become   a   great   Lord   Chief  Justice.
But the constant interruptions and preoccupations            ?
of his judicial career, produced partly by the war,
but partly,  I think,  by his  own  impatience of a
sedentary   judicial   career,   denied  the   opportunity
of creating a lasting judicial reputation.
With the outbreak of war his financial gifts found employment at the Treasury, where he co-operat$I closely with Mr. Lloyd George in the masterly financial measures which first relieved, and then ended, the formidable crisis in the City. In 1915 he was made President of the Anglo-French Loan Mission to the United States. In 1917 he was sent again to that country as Special Envoy. And in 1918 he became High Commissioner and Special Ambassador to that country.
Lord Reading may not have been a very great lawyer; but he was undoubtedly a very great diplomatist. His charm, his tact, his patience, his lucid intelligence, and his incredible grasp of detail combined to give him an equipment which few diplomatists, even among the greatest, have enjoyed. I have spoken of the prejudice which exists in the United States against Jews. He completely conquered it. I had occasion myself to visit the United States while he was there as Ambassador, and, having had some opportunity of making comparisons, I doubt whether any representative of this country at Washington has won more affection, or attained to a greater general popularity. And at a most critical time in the relations between the two States
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